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Ignite USU compels and excites, 
and this year is its best yet 
STUDENT LIFE | Hack Day
see PAGE 6 see PAGE 3
Students from around Logan gather to 
learn coding and build projects.
USU Faculty members will be recognized 
notable research at the gala Monday night. 
SPORTS  | In the Dugout
Utah State softball loses series 2-1 at home.
see PAGE 8
NEWS | Research Gala






In its fourth year as a student-speaker event 
during Utah State University’s Research Week, 
Ignite USU is poised to be the best one yet.
"Every year I think, 'We can't possibly do 
better than the previous year — the talks last 
year were incredible,'" said Scott Bates, the 
Associate Vice President and Associate Dean in 
the Office of Research and Graduate Studies at 
USU. 
Bates, however, thinks this year’s set “are 
even better than the last.”
Ignite is an annual event that highlights 
student researchers at USU during the 
university’s research week. The event is 
designed to create an environment where 
students present a set of diverse and compel-
ling ideas to an audience in a short amount of 
time.  
“The idea is you get people to get up and do 
brief talks so the audience can hear a lot of 
things quickly,” Bates said. “Ignite is defined 
by its natural constraints — the talks are five 
minutes long, the slides auto-forward and you 
have to, as a speaker, prepare and be diligent 
about what goes in and what stays out, boiling 
the message down to its core.” 
This year’s presenters will discuss an array 
of topics, some of which include: trespassing 
for the sake of learning and connecting 
emotions felt on and off the soccer pitch. 
Jeannie Woller, a senior at USU and Ignite 
presenter, believes the event, if anything, is a 
celebration of passion and hard work. 
“The people I am working with are fantasti-
cally enthusiastic about all of their research,” 
Woller said. “Ignite is a place to showcase 
students and their passions, specifically 
By Jordan Floyd
STAFF WRITER
through the title of research.”
C.J. Guadarrama, a fellow Ignite presenter 
and senior at USU, shares Woller’s sentiment. 
He believes Ignite is an event that crosses 
educational boundaries and allows audience 
members to consider ideas that may otherwise 
have gone unnoticed. 
Students are often unable or unwilling to 
trespass into new territory for the sake of 
learning, Guadarrama said. 
In addition to being an educational experi-
ence for presenters and audience members 
alike, Ignite empowers students to venture 
beyond the classroom. 
“To me, the value in Ignite is people telling 
their underlying reasons for doing what they 
are doing in college,” Bates said. “And that’s 
the amazing part of what Ignite does — it 
really gives students a chance to say, ‘I’m not 
just a student with a grade point average, but 
I’m a person who has a reason to be involved 
and this is what excites me.’”
 Ignite, overall, is a valuable experience for 
presenters and audience members because it 
enlightens and shows, Bates said, the reasons 
why students participate in research at USU. 
“The presentations are entertaining, they’re 
inspirational and they’re compelling,” Bates 
said. “They really give you a sense of the 
breadth and depth of what happens on our 
campus.” 
Ignite will take place on April 15 at 12 p.m. 
in the South Atrium in the Merrill-Cazier 
Library. The event is open to all, and those 
who wish to attend are asked to RSVP on the 




Ren Gibbons and Jacob Butterfield working on their bridges at Ignite USU.
Music filled the Taggart Student Center as 
band after band rotated between the ballroom 
and the International lounge during the 7th 
annual Logan City Limits, a free, all-day music 
festival at Utah State University.
Seventeen bands came up to Logan to 
perform 30-minute sets, each from 11:30 am. 
to 10:30 pm. on Saturday. Each set saw an 
increasing number of students and community 
members gathering to see the shows. By the 
final set, performed by Smallpools, the TSC 
Ballroom was full and the audience spilled out 
into the foyer.
"This festival is a great one to go to because 
you’ve got a lot of talent in one place and it’s 
free," said Terran Maynard, a sophomore in 
marketing. "You don’t have to pay a lot to go 
into a venue and this is somewhere you can 
come and hang out all day and listen to a lot 
of great music without really any money."
The audience was able to listen to music, 
buy band merchandise and even mingle with 
the bands who joined the audience to listen 
and enjoy the other shows.
PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Smallpools closes out the Logan City Limits music festival on Saturday.
see “Logan City Limits” PAGE 4
Concert festival continues to grow
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Utah State University's Pi Kappa Alpha 
(Pike) fraternity raised over $15,000 in 
money, toy and clothing donations for Primary 
Children's Hospital during their Pikes and 
Tykes toy and clothing drive.
The original goal was $1,500 in money 
donations and $2,000 in toy and clothing 
donations, said Pi Kappa Alpha Public Rela-
tions Chairman Jonathan Whipple. The final 
numbers resulted in over $3,000 in money 
donations and $12,000 in toy and clothing 
donations, six times the goal amount of toy 
and clothing donations they expected to 
receive.
"It feels amazing to help make such a huge 
impact for such a good cause," said Ian 
Frankland, a junior studying civil engineering.
The fraternity brothers centered the toy 
drive around three weeks of events on Utah 
State University campus. The fraternity also 
set up donation tables outside the south and 
By Ashley Stilson
STAFF WRITER
Fraternity raises $15,000 in donations for Primary Children's 
north Walmart entrances on March 19, 26 and 
April 2. They also hosted fundraising nights at 
Buffalo Wild Wings and placed a donation jar 
at Angie’s, Whipple said.
"My favorite part was talking to the head of 
the (hospital) department and actually finding 
out how much of an impact the toys will have 
and what they will be used for," said Dalton 
Wilson, a senior majoring in management 
information systems.
Last Thursday the fraternity drove to 
Primary Children’s hospital to drop off the 
donations they collected.
"It was a wonderful experience," said 
Internal VP Justin Campbell, a junior majoring 
in philosophy and psychology. "They were so 
excited to have us there. It was also incredibly 
humbling touring the facility and seeing all 
the passionate volunteers and staff who work 
hard to make it such an incredible place."
When the fraternity pulled up at the hospital 
in a Subaru, the hospital staff assumed they 
had only brought a few donations, Campbell 
said. But the assumption changed when a 
large U-haul truck arrived, transporting the 
donations from Logan to Primary Children's 
Hospital. 
"It went great. The staff was very apprecia-
tive and getting to see the hospital really made 
it worth while," said Ethan Benowitz, a junior 
majoring in computer science. "Their toy room 
was running a bit low on Barbies, Hot Wheels, 
Play-Doh, so it was great being able to give 
them what the kids really enjoy."
The hospital policy kept the fraternity 
brothers from giving the toys directly to the 
patients, but they helped the hospital staff 
restock the toy room, said Benowitz.
"It went great," said Nick Lyle, a senior 
majoring in business administration. "They 
had a huge need for a lot of the toys that we 
brought. We brought so many toys we had to 
put a lot of them in their basement because 
they would't fit in the closet they usually keep 
them."
Pi Kappa Alpha organizes a community 
donation drive every semester. In the past they 
have raised food donations for the Cache 
Community Food Bank. The total number of 
collections last semester was 3.2 tons of food. 
They collected 2.7 tons the semester prior to 
that.
"I think it was extremely successful, espe-
cially considering it was the first time we've 
done this event," Frankland said.
Overall, it was an effort of the Pikes, as well 
as many others in the community. 
"I think the success of the toy drive affirms 
that a fraternity and its community can do 
great things," said Connor Gery, a junior 
majoring in business finance. "Gamma Epsilon 
put many hours to pull Pikes and Tykes togeth-
er, but if it wasn't for the good will of the 
community here in Logan, none of this would 
have been possible." 
— ashley.ruth.stilson@aggiemail.usu.edu
FILE PHOTO
Research students present their final projects in the Merrill-Cazier Library on April 9, 2015.
Utah State University secured record-high 
research funding for the second year in a row, 
and some administrators expect that is 
happening for a third time this fiscal year.
Almost 40 percent of the university's 
revenues come from research — a sum of over 
$232 million in new funding, with a total of 
almost half a billion ongoing projects.
"We actually expect that will get bigger. 
Literally, that will become a bigger and bigger 
piece of our pie," said Mark McLellan, Vice 
President for Research and Dean of the School 
of Graduate Studies, "and we owe that to our 
faculty."
To the Office of Research and Graduate 
Studies, research is formalized curiosity. 
Research funding, then, is the freedom to be 
curious. For many of the 800 faculty members 
on campus, research is a growing portion of 
their contracts.
In Simon Wang's contract, he is required to 
By Brenna Kelly
SENIOR WRITER
spend 65 percent of his time researching and 
35 percent of his time in a classroom. A 
professor and College Researcher of the Year 
for the College of Agriculture & Applied 
Sciences, Wang thinks his research enhances 
his teaching, and the two are heavily connect-
ed. Because of that his curriculum is constant-
ly evolving, especially with his emphasis on 
climatology.
"I would feel bored, myself, if I followed one 
textbook and I went over that for 10 years," 
Wang said. "We're connected to life and daily 
news, and so we have a lot of new things to 
talk about."
Wang said he was fortunate to be selected as 
a college researcher of the year, but he knows 
there were equally qualified candidates all 
over campus.
It is professors like Wang, with passion and 
drive, who get funded. Grants come from 
federal agencies and private companies, and it 
is getting increasingly difficult to rely on one 
source of funding. In many fields, professors 
see “Research” PAGE 4
PHOTO COURTESY OF Nick Lyle
Members of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity took  over $3,000 in money donations and $12,000 in toy and clothing donations to Primary 
Children’s Hospital after their charity drive for the spring semester.
Utah State sets personal record for research funding





• USU Police responded to a fire 
alarm at Richards Hall. A residence 
had sprayed Febreze and it set off the 
alarm. The alarm was reset.
SUNDAY, APRIL 03
• Officers responded to Blue Square 
on a noise complaint. Officers 
contacted four individuals at the front 
of the building near the fire pit that 
were reported to be singing. They 
were advised of the noise ordinance 
and asked to keep the noise down.
MONDAY, APRIL 04
• USU Police responded to Blue 
Square on a noise problem, possible 
fight. Contact was made with the 
resident who relayed he was watching 
the NCAA championship game and 
got a little excited. Police advised him 
of the complaint. He apologized for 
being loud. No other action needed.
• USU Police responded to the Merrill 
Library in four minutes for a report 
of a missing part on a statue the 
government document area. This 
investigation is continuing.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 06
• USU Police received a report that 
someone stole a battery out of one of 
the vehicles that is for sale. According 
to staff. the battery was completely 
dead and needed to be replaced 
anyway.
• USU Police responded to Aggie 
village in three minutes for a report 
of a vehicle being damaged by a rock 
coming from a lawn mower, A report 
was filed with police.
• USU Police received a complaint 
of an individual blocking access to 
individuals foot traffic through the 
hallway in Old Main on the first floor. 
Police spoke with the individual and 
showed him a lounge in the basement 
where he could set up his equipment 
and not block access in the hallways.
THURSDAY, APRIL 07
• Officers responded to an individual 
that was in the Towers and in 
possession of alcohol. The individual 
was issued a citation and released.
• USU Police responded to the Fine 
Arts building for a suspicious odor on 
the first floor on the south end. It was 
determined that a Porta Potty truck 
was cleaning the Porta Potty’s outside 
by the building main air intake. The 
smell was being brought inside the 
building by the main air intake. The 
vehicle was moved.
USU POLICE BLOTTER
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M o r e  I n f o  a t :  C a c h e Va l l e y F u n P a r k . c o m  
Buy-1-Get-1-FREE 
Purchase a Monday Night Country Swing 
Dance Pass at the Regular Price and Get 
the 2nd one FREE! 
Limit: 1 per customer and not valid with any other offer  
or discounted price.  
Expires 05/31/2016 - CVFP011916 
There’s No Reason to Be Bored!  





at the  
Fun Park 
9:00 pm - 1:00 am 




Our Discount Day! 
SK80’s 
Night  
at the  
Fun Park 
9:00 pm - Close 





at the  
Fun Park 
9:00 pm - 1:00 am 




Only $2.00 per game 
(all day) 
Hockey Night  
at the  
Fun Park 
8:00 pm - Close 




All Weekend Long! 
Open - Close 
No Leagues 
The FUNNEST Place In Town!  
 (435) 792-4000 
255 East 1770 North  - North Logan 
Date Night Special  
Only $25.00  
 Bowling or Skating for 2 (shoes/skates included) 
 2 - 10 minute games of Lazer Tag or 2nd Bowling Game ea. 
 $4.00 in Arcade Game Tokens (16) 
 1 - 8” 2-Topping Pizza, 1 Order Small Cheesy Bread Sticks & 
2 - 32oz. Sodas  
Limit: 1 per customer and not valid with any other offer and on holi-
days.  Expires 05/31/2016 - CVFP012016 
PHOTO COURTESY OF USU.edu
Last year’s Research Award Gala. The gala is on April 11. 
Faculty members at Utah State University 
will be recognized for their notable research 
and accomplishments at the annual Research 
Awards Gala Monday.
The event will "celebrate Utah State 
University’s Researchers of the Year, Notable 
Grant Recipients and the D. Wynne Thorne 
Career Research Awardee," according to the 
announcement.
The gala will also honor many of the other 
top faculty researchers, including those who 
have been named Faculty Fellows or Carnegie 
By Brayden O’Brien
STAFF WRITER
Professors, and those who have been awarded 
USU Graduate Mentor of the Year or an NSF 
CAREER Grant.
"The Research Awards Gala is the most 
prestigious night for recognition of research 
being conducted at Utah State University," said 
Katie Feinauer, Communications Specialist for 
the Office of Research and Graduate Studies. 
"We will recognize those individuals who have 
made a sustained impact on research at Utah 
Sate," she said.
Professors are hired and promoted largely 
on the basis of the quality and frequency of 
their research, as well as their ability to attract 
grants and outside funding. 
"Research is a main focus of Utah State 
University, and that’s one of the things we 
display and we emphasize through Research 
Week and all of its events," Feinauer said.  The 
gala will recognize their success and contribu-
tions. 
"We are excited about this year’s college 
researchers of the year. They are a diverse 
group, with diverse interests and passions, and 
we love to see that," Feinauer said. 
The event will kick off Research Week, 
which is dedicated to acknowledging the 
numerous researchers — faculty members as 
well as students — on campus, and calling 
attention to their projects.
Other notable Research Week events 
include the Faculty Author Exhibition on 
Tuesday, the D. Wynne Thorne Lecture on 
Wednesday, the Student Research Symposium 
on Thursday and Ignite USU on Friday. All of 
the events are held in the Merrill-Cazier 
Library.
"This is a big undertaking. We begin heavily 
planning for the gala, and all of Research 
Week, in January of each year," Feinauer said. 
The gala is from 6-8 p.m. on April 11 at the 
Riverwoods Conference Center in Logan. The 
event is invite-only.
— braydensobrien@gmail.com 
A representative from the Foundation for 
Individual Rights in Education (FIRE) 
addressed a group of Utah State University 
students Thursday night concerning some 
university codes that do not comply with 
constitutional rights.
“Making legal arguments to your fellow 
students in support of free speech is a more 
difficult thing to do,” said Tyler Coward, a 
FIRE campus organizer, “Therefore, under-
standing the underlying moral and philosoph-
ical defenses of free speech is critical.”
FIRE is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organiza-
tion dedicated to protecting civil liberties of 




The organization uses a rating scale to 
measure how different universities' policies 
across the nation uphold the First Amend-
ment. Coward said that a red light rating is 
when at least one written policy clearly and 
substantially restricts freedom of speech. USU 
has received a red light rating for multiple 
policies. 
One of the university’s policies, from the 
Housing Handbook, says "A member of the 
Utah State University Housing community 
supports, practices, and respects dignity of all 
persons, by not demeaning, teasing, ridiculing, 
or insulting individuals or groups."
Emily Orr, the president and event organizer 
of the Aggies for Liberty club, explained that 
this policy is problematic because ideas of 
dignity, teasing, ridiculing, and insulting are 
all subjective. 
“What one individual may think is appropri-
ate may come off as insulting to another 
individual,” Orr said. 
Other policies were similarly discussed as to 
dealing with the vagueness of terms used, 
making it unclear to students as to what is and 
is not permissible.
Ashlie Webb, a USU student, works with 
Kim Coleman (R-West Jordan). In the recent 
legislative session, Coleman had four bills that 
she worked with FIRE to write. 
“Legislation might not be the way to go but I 
think student action has promise,” Webb said. 
Orr ended the meeting with an invitation to 
get involved, to have a voice and to recognize 
the impact that a small change in policy could 
have. 
“The whole time I was listening I knew that 
I wanted to find a way to be more proactive 
and find a way to get more involved,” said 
Joshua Johnson, a USU student. “I want to put 
my force and my energy forward and not be 
passive anymore.” 
Orr is planning more opportunities for 
student voice to be heard, including more 
student involvement and petitions starting 
next week.
“There is a real need to protect speech on 
college campuses,” Orr said. “We are here to 
learn, grow, and be challenged intellectually. 
Freedom of speech will allow for all of this. 
My goal is to have positive social change for 
students.”
To learn more about Utah State University’s 
policy ratings as issued by FIRE, visit www.
thefire.org
To get more involved in ongoing efforts on 
campus contact Emily Orr, Aggies for Liberty 
president, at 951-367-5089 or emilylorr@
ymail.com 
— sunshineperky@gmail.com 
Students talk openly about free speech
Awards Gala will recognize researchers
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have to make their research relevant to 
average people in order to generate interest 
from these groups.
Wang, for one, likes the challenge.
"You have to, in today's world, have this 
maneuverability to tell your research," he said. 
"I like the fact that I get to engage. Eventually, 
weather research and climate research have to 
connect to people's lives."
Bruce Bugbee is the 2016 D. Wynne Thorne 
Career Research Award recipient, and while he 
is being honored for his research, he considers 
himself a full-time teacher.
"Even though we’re proud of bringing in a 
lot of money, it’s about a lot more than 
money," he said. "Not many people think of 
USU for research, but I think we do a better 
job than Harvard and Stanford in undergradu-
ate research."
Giving his undergraduate researchers the 
opportunity to learn outside of the classroom 
is unique to USU, Bugbee said.
Even if it isn't all about money, he said the 
credit goes to USU's individual faculty 
members for achieving record-breaking 
funding.
"It's a steady emphasis on faculty doing 
research, doing excellent scholarship, and that 
leads to people seeking more money in more 
places," he said. "You get 800 people doing 
that, and you set a record for the university."
There are some other — minor — factors 
that affect research funding, including 
inflation. Additionally some years ago the 
university started considering gifts, like lab 
instruments, research funding.
Although faculty members are individually 
seeking funding, the university provides 
regular training sessions for things like making 
quality slideshows, making lasting impres-
sions, and beautifying graphics and data plots.
"These trainings that are really practical. 
There's no magic here," McLellan said. "It's 
really just a very basic approach to taking our 
science and making it exciting and under-
standable."
Even if research doesn't seem to affect 
average students, McLellan said the university 
is benefiting as a whole because of it.
"We see it as a holistic picture — you're 
trying to lift everything at once," he said. "The 
rising tide raises all boats."
— brennakelly818@gmail.com
 @bckelly8
“Research” FROM PAGE 2
"These people, they’re just ordinary people 
that are just hanging out with us and then 
they’re doing crazy huge things," said Malone 
Hansen, a freshman in psychology, "I think 
that’s very humbling to see them do that."
Logan City Limits was a good bonding 
experience for the student body, she said, 
because it brought all different types of people 
together in a nonalcoholic, fun, musical 
environment.
"I think it’s very cool, like no drinking, and 
how it kind of shows that you can have fun 
without the drugs and the alcohol and how it’s 
just based purely on music," she said, "and in 
the city, I don’t know, most venues are open 
alcohol and it kind of detracts from the music, 
I believe."
Great crowds supporting the local music 
scene is what gives Logan its reputation as a 
city with an energetic and supportive audi-
ence, said Nate Dukatz, a senior in manage-
ment information systems and the director of 
arts and lectures.
"It wasn’t always that way," he said, "people 
would come to Logan and they’d have no one 
at their shows."
In fact, when Dukatz first started coming to 
school at Utah State University, the local music 
scene wasn't doing well at all, he said. The few 
shows that Aggie Radio hosted were attended 
in the low hundreds and there weren't a lot of 
bands coming up to perform on campus.
"A lot of people just really weren’t into local 
music," he said.
“Logan City Limits” FROM PAGE 1
Then the local music scene started to 
become more relevant in Utah, he said. Many 
bands started to gain popularity and make it 
to the big times. 
Still, few bands were coming up to Cache 
Valley, so Dukatz started bringing them up for 
events and shows, including Logan City Limits.
"I think people started seeing, ‘Hey, I think 
we have really good local bands,’" he said. 
"Like, we have really good talent. All students 
PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Students enjoy music at Logan City Limits on Saturday. 
PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Brumby guitarist, Tyler Tingey , plays at Logan City Limits on Saturday.
For more information call Darla • (435) 770-0900 • darladclark@comcast.net
need to see is that these bands are actually 
really good."
As support for local bands grew, Logan and 
USU students started getting a reputation for 
being enthusiastic and fun to play for.
"It’s our absolute favorite place to play," said 
Megan Larsen, a member of Westward the 
Tides. "Favorite fans, favorite school we’ve 
played. The energy’s through the roof. Crowd 
interaction is fantastic. The entire show, we 
just feel like it's a huge group of friends 
coming to see us play. It’s so fun."
Tessa Barton, who premiered her first show 
as part of Doe this weekend, agreed. Despite 
feeling nervous at their debut, the crowd's 
energy fueled their performance and made the 
group feel welcome.
"The crowd was so responsive," she said. 
"That’s always helpful, and obviously Utah 
State is so great because everyone loves music 
here. So that was really fun."
Having such a supportive fan base and a 
good reputation for Logan City Limits is what 
helped bring a lot of bands to USU this year, 
Dukatz said.
"People want to come play here," he said. "It 
kind of has that reputation. Like, if you come 
to Utah State, you’re going to have a good 
show and you’re going to be treated well and 
you're going to have a good crowd ... and then 
you know the students are knowing and 
learning to love these bands and realizing that 
they’re local talent."
In the future, Dukatz hopes to see the 
festival grow as more bands sign up to 
perform and more people come out to see the 
local talent and enjoy the free music.
"I think some people think, 'Oh you have to 
be hipster. You have to know the bands,'" 
Hansen said. "You don’t at all. You could be a 
geek, you can be a jock. You can be anyone 
and come and find a place and you can relate 
to the music in some way."
—miranda.lorenc@gmail.com
@miranda_lorenc
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PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Brumby guitarist, Tyler Tingey , plays at Logan City Limits on Saturday.
The letter came on mustard-colored paper. A 
warning — like a yellow card in soccer.
But the grievance, from a government 
official unhappy about the way he was 
portrayed in a recent story in the Phnom Penh 
Post, merited little more than a condescending 
snigger and swift placement in one of the 
many piles of papers on Chad Williams’ desk.
“It’s something that is complete horse shit,” 
says Williams, a former editor at the Holly-
wood Reporter and five-year resident of 
Cambodia who is approaching his first 
anniversary as the Post’s editor-in-chief.
Across town in his spartan office at The 
Cambodia Daily, Colin Meyn laughs about a 
similar letter in which a lawmaker has 
threatened to sue a Daily journalist. That 
official’s complaint? One of Meyn’s reporters 
had the audacity to disrupt his lunch hour.
These are just a few of the incongruous 
ways government officials have tried to silence 
the English-language press in this southeast 
Asian nation of 15 million people.
It’s not working.
In a recent edition of Williams’ Post: A 
front-page story about a government official 
who built a mansion on an $18 million plot of 
land — despite having never made more than 
$750 a month in his government job. In 
Meyn’s Daily: An article revealing “dismal” 
government oversight of the nation’s $5.8 
billion garment sector.
“Basically we practice journalism as freely as 
we want,” Williams said.
“Here we’re picking at scabs and talking 
about the government all the time.”
That might seem an insane claim to make in 
the capital city of a nation that ranked 139th 
out of 180 countries in the 2015 World Press 
Freedom index of the international journalism 
rights group Reporters Without Borders.
So what gives?
“You could say that the government even 
finds it useful,” to have a free English press in 
Cambodia, Williams said, “because when they 
are attacked on their record on freedom of 
speech they can point to us.”
In a nation of vast corruption, sensational 
crime, rampant development and a grievously 
tragic history, that’s all a ragtag group of eager 
expatriates and grizzled Cambodian journalists 
have needed to line up for a swing at the 
long-ruling Cambodian People’s Party punch-
ing bag.
And what has resulted in Phnom Penh is a 
PHOTO BY Matthew LaPlante
Bunnaroeun Khorn takes freshly printed papers of the Cambodia Daily out of the press to be cut. 
PHOTO BY Breana Bonner 
Chad Williams talks about the Phnom Penh Post in his office.
PHOTO BY Breana Bonner 
Chhay Channyda works on a story in the offices of the Phnom Penh Post.
phenomenon that few readers of English-lan-
guage media have seen in decades: A full-on 
newspaper war between the Post, the Daily 
and a flashy, upstart yearling known as the 
Khmer Times.
The freedoms enjoyed by the English-lan-
guage papers isn’t being utilized in the same 
ways by papers printed in the country’s official 
language, Khmer. The majority of Khmer 
papers aren’t critical of the government; in 
fact they are exceeding complimentary of it.
“The stuff about the government is probably 
a bit more blow-jobby,” Williams said.
The problem for Khmer-language papers is 
the same as anywhere else: money. Most 
Khmer papers here have wealthy publish-
ers — and very few Cambodians of means have 
acquired their wealth without a strong 
relationship with the Cambodian People’s 
Party, also known as the CPP, which has been 
in power since the fall of the Khmer Rouge in 
1979.
Khmer news staffers say they produce 
content that government sympathetic advertis-
ers want to support.
Among other practices that make foreign 
reporters squirm: Payments to journalists for 
showing up to cover government and corpo-
rate news.
“It’s Khmer tradition, not corruption,” says 
Sroy Nika, a reporter for Rasmei Kampuchea.
But Nika said what his paper sells isn’t so 
much the government line as what Khmer 
readers actually want. If he does a story on the 
prime minister giving money to the poor, he 
says, his paper will put it on the front page 
and that issue will be picked up.
All three English-language papers have a 
healthy contingent of native Cambodian 
journalists on their staffs — and publish Khmer 
editions, too. Chhay Channyda, a Cambodian-
journalist for the Post, said that while she 
doesn’t take the bribes, she doesn’t blame the 
Khmer-language reporters for doing so.
“We don’t really care about them because 
they have a low salary,” she said. “They don’t 
have good pay, that’s why they have to take 
money.”
She proudly recounted the story about a 
time she left an envelope of money — $100 in 
American cash — behind at a government press 
event. The next day she received an angry 
yellow letter from the government about her 
story.
But Channyda — a mother of two chil-
dren — could hardly turn away that money if 
she wasn’t making a decent salary at The Post. 
And so it’s important to her — and everyone in 
the Post’s old-school newsroom on the top 
floor of The Phnom Penh Centre — that the 
paper remain solvent.
Those searching for unbiased and critical 
news in Cambodia have little else to choose 
from than the English-language press. The 
government controls all television content and 
the vast majority of radio broadcasts.
But that’s made an increasing number of 
English-speakers here — not to mention 
thousands of expats — hungry for harder-hit-
ting media.
Just like anywhere in the world, there is an 
online push. According to the Asia Foundation, 
28.3 percent of Cambodians now have smart 
phones. Readers are going to their phones and 
social media for news about Cambodia — a fact 
not being ignored by any of the newspa-
pers — and it’s becoming less important to 
Cambodians where that news is coming from.
What that means for the English language 
papers — all of which also publish Khmer 
editions — is more potential readers. What it 
means for the CPP is that Khmer-speaking-
Cambodians have increasing access to news 
critical of the government.
And Meyn and Williams agree: It will be 
tough for the government to put the genie 
back in the bottle.
“Migration towards the Internet is the most 
important trend that is going on at the 
moment,” Meyn said.
The ever-increasing crowd of online readers 
isn’t enough to consider packing up the 
printing press — not yet, at least. The hard 
copy still makes the lion’s the reporters.
“As archaic or dinosaur-like as that might be, 
that still pays these salaries,” Williams said. 
The Post supports 50 staff members while The 
Daily supports 32.
The average individual’s annual income in 
Cambodia, according to The World Bank, is 
$950. This makes living in Cambodia cheap 
and appealing for expatriates, who will also 






In an unlikely place, a newspaper war thrives
see “Paper War” PAGE 10
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You all probably have unforgettable memo-
ries from your freshman year of college. Some 
may be good, and some may not be your 
favorite. Regardless, we all have them. 
Some of my favorite memories from my 
freshman year involve my roommates — silly 
situations we were in, or random incidents 
that happened that I will never forget. These 
are just three reasons that you could probably 
thank your roommates for, but can you think 
of more?
3 Reasons to thank your freshman roommates
1.  THEY MADE YOU A BETTER PERSON
Logan was a little bit of a culture shock for 
me coming into college. I started my freshman 
year here at USU knowing my roommate and a 
few other classmates that I had graduated 
high school with. That first week of living in 
an apartment with two other strangers and 
one of my friends was a little rough, but we 
made the best of it. 
Your freshman roommates are often the 
ones who introduce you to university living. 
You kill each other’s spiders, look out for one 
another and come out of the experience better 
than you were before. Although you may not 
get along perfectly with all of them (I know 
for sure I didn’t), there is something you can 
learn from each of your roommates.  
Mine just happened to make me want to be 
a better person. To study harder, to make more 
friends, to be able to laugh and joke and to 
not take every moment seriously. My favorite 
memories happened to be when my roommate 
was able to take a minute just to joke around, 
even when a joke was played on her boyfriend 
for his birthday at his apartment while he was 
sleeping. I’ll just say that lots of balloons were 
involved. 
2. CLEANLINESS
I wasn’t necessarily a slob before I came to 
college, but my cleaning skills needed a little 
bit of work. Luckily, my roommates were the 
ones to teach me how to be clean(er) and how 
to keep our apartment clean. I realized how 
important cleanliness is when living with 
others. 
I have applied what I learned last year to 
this year, and have tried to live up to the 
expectations that were placed before me. This 
will help me as I move into different apart-
ments, and live with different people who I 
don’t know. If I’ve learned any one important 
thing from my roommates, it’s that cleanliness 
does make a difference. 
3.  MY BEST FRIEND AND I BECAME EVEN CLOSER
My BFF and I decided to move to the same 
apartment my freshman year. I didn’t look at 
the apartment til June, and I was moving in 
August. I fell in love with the apartment setup 
and how awesome it looked. I was even more 
excited to move in with a friend of mine that I 
hadn’t seen since she moved from our small 
Idaho town. 
As I mentioned before, the first little bit was 
rough. I had a little bit of a reality moment 
when I realized my parents weren’t there 
anymore, and I was on my own. She helped 
me with that, and eventually I grew to love 
college life. She was there when I just wanted 
to cry. She was there when I had a rough day 
of classes. She became the person I would 
watch movies with late at night, and the friend 
that I would invite to do almost everything 
with. She taught me how to be a hard worker, 
and to study hard for what it is I wanted most 
in my college career. We wrote random letters 
to each other, and left them in each other’s 
rooms when we had bad days to make us 
smile. 
When the end of the year came and we 
parted ways, she was still the one I wanted to 
have sleepovers with, and the one I wanted to 
tell all my exciting things to. We ended up 
living apart this year, but I wouldn’t trade my 
year with her for anything. We still keep in 
touch, and have had many more exciting 
memories.  
What do you have to thank your freshman 
roommates for? 




—Kortni Wells is an Idaho girl, living in a Utah World 
with a secret affinity of adventure seeking. When she 
isn’t studying, you can ususally find her daydreaming 
about summer time. She also loves to make and deco-
rate cheesecake, and is always looking for taste-testers. 
—kortni.marie.wells@aggiemail.usu.edu
MARVEL VS. DC: The Comic Grudge Match




Aggie hackers code their dreams
“Developers, Developers, Developers!”
Led by Ethan Payne, this chant kicked off 
Utah State University’s Hack Day on Saturday. 
Hackers came from all around Cache Valley to 
share ideas and learn the language of code.
“The nice thing about coding is you can 
basically do whatever you want with it,” said 
Payne, a freshman majoring in computer 
science. “Let’s get hacking.”
Despite the negative connotation of the 
word “hack,” participants in Hack Day don’t 
focus on malicious infiltration. Hacking is 
making something new from computer 
hardware or software. Even if participants 
have never hacked before, Hack Day gives 
them a chance to think big and learn how to 
make what they imagine.
“We had to find our own content, our own 
workshops,” said Cory Christensen, a senior 
majoring in statistics. “We had the idea to go 
to local developers and get them to do 
workshops, and the community has responded 
tremendously.”
The 12-hour Hack Day is designed to focus 
on middle school and high school students, 
helping them to learn and explore computer 
science. Organizers went to the different 
schools armed with posters and presentations 
to invite students to the event.
“We want to expose these kids to computer 
science,” Christensen said. “I like seeing 
people learn things.”
At a previous Hack Day in October, Chris-
tensen remembered a hacker who didn’t know 
any programming but built a working Java 
calculator online during the event. 
“I’m hoping there’s more experiences like 
that today. When we see kids learn and realize 
they can build cool stuff, that brings happiness 
to us. We enjoy seeing that,” he said. “That’s 
the cool thing. We have no idea what’s going 
to come out of this. Everybody’s coming 
together with their own ideas.”
Last October’s 12-hour Hack Day had 
around 80 participants. The preregistered 
number of participants on Saturday was 
around 75.
“People come to have fun and learn some-
thing new. It’s great to connect with students,” 
said Haley Manning, a sophomore majoring in 
computer science and event organizer.
Other innovative ideas include building 
artificial intelligence apps, creating webpages 
and even building working lasers, in the case 
of three USU students.
Casey Wood, Justin Cox and Zachary 
Garrard have been working together on 
constructing and programming software for a 
laser.
“It’s part of our senior project,” said Wood, a 
senior majoring in electrical engineering. “We 
hope that by the end of the day it is engraving 
images.”
The students have been working on the proj-
ect for over a year.
“The goal is to engrave wood plaques,” said 
Cox, a master student majoring computer 
engineer. “The computer send the instructions 
to (the laser), and the motors move it around.”
The laser will have the strength to engrave 
both in wood and leather, using eight shades 
of depth to engrave.
“My favorite part about any engineering 
process is seeing it work, because before that 
it’s really frustrating,” laughed Garrard, a 
senior majoring in electrical engineering. 
Two middle school students, Joshua Bryan 
and Christen Jason, came to Hack Day hoping 
to develop their skills in computer science.
“I’ve always wanted to make video games,” 
said Jason, a student at Mount Logan Middle 
School. 
Bryan learned about Hack Day when flyers 
were handed out at his school. Jason attended 
a career fair where Hack Day organizers held a 
presentation.
“I’m not sure what I’d build. I’ve always had 
a bunch of ideas in my head and I’m not sure 
which one to do first,” said Bryan, a student at 
Spring Creek Junior High.
“We want to teach everyone how to code,” 
said Alex Lutz, head organizer of HackUSU. 
“My favorite part about all the events we are 
putting on is getting to meet all the cool 
people and all the awesome ideas that they 
have. For me, it’s all about the community. It’s 
about being bigger than just a computer.”
At the end of the event, raffle prizes were 
given away, as well as prizes to the best invent-
ed projects in different categories, including 
Overall Hack, Hardware Hack and Hacker’s 
Choice. 
“We bring the people together, we give them 
food, we give them incentive to just sit there 
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Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, 
Spiderman, Iron Man, Captain America and 
hundreds of other heroes have caught our 
attention and gained our love for generations, 
and will continue to live on in generations to 
come. 
We have seen comic books, television 
shows, television movies, stand alone movies 
and now cinematic universes. We look forward 
to the next summer blockbuster movie to blow 
our minds and introduce us to new characters, 
ZACH ROGERS
“Mr. Rogers’ Neighboorhood”
—  Zach is a sophomore studying PR who loves super-
heroes.
—zrogers2222@gmail.com
or old characters in new ways. Most recently 
we have “Batman v. Superman” that hit 
theaters about two weeks ago, and in the next 
month we get another treat with “Captain 
America: Civil War.” With so many different 
movies coming out, and a long-standing 
rivalry between the two comic book jugger-
nauts, who do I think is really the best? 
First, we should get straight who is who in 
which universe. Superman, Batman, The 
Flash, Wonder Woman, Green Lantern and the 
Green Arrow (just to name a few) are part of 
DC comics. And Captain America, Iron Man, 
Thor, Hulk, Spiderman and Black Widow are 
all in the Marvel universe.
I really love superheroes, and I always have. 
Since I was little I remember loving to make 
up my own heroes, and follow the ones I loved 
so much very closely. Although I never really 
owned any comic books I found that I loved to 
read about my favorite heroes and learn as 
much as I could about them. For the longest 
time I was very torn about whether I liked 
Marvel or DC more, and still to this day I rock 
back and forth. In my younger days my 
favorite superhero was The Flash, a product 
of DC Comics. I always loved the Scarlet 
Speedster. He was everything that I wanted to 
be: fast, helpful, honest and funny. I found 
that I related to “The Flash” better than any 
other characters in comics, Marvel or DC. 
Even today I love watching “The Flash” on 
television; it's a compelling story and some-
thing that keeps me on the edge of my seat. 
So let's get down to it. Who do I think is 
better? Honestly, even though my favorite 
character is from DC, and my favorite TV 
shows all come from DC, I prefer Marvel 
overall. Since the first Iron Man movie, which 
launched the cinematic universe, to “Captain 
America: Civil War,” I have not lost my 
excitement for any movie that the MCU 
(Marvel Cinematic Universe) has announced. 
They keep me coming back for more and 
know just how to leave enough to be thought 
about. And while in my opinion, DC rules TV 
with The Flash, Arrow, Legends of Tomorrow 
and Supergirl, Marvel puts up a lot of 
competition with “Agents of Shield” and the 
Netflix series “Daredevil” and “Jessica Jones,” 
with more in the making. 
I love both companies, a lot. I admit it — 
I'm a total geek when it comes to this stuff. 
Seriously, I geeked out hard when I saw the 
newest trailer for Civil War. I haven't missed 
an episode of “The Flash,” “Arrow,” or 
“Legends of Tomorrow,” and I am 100 percent 
caught up on “Daredevil” and “Jessica Jones.” 
I love the superhero genre and the stories that 
come with it. I love that they show that an 
ordinary person put to extraordinary circum-
stances can do something amazing. While it 
was a very close race for me, in the end I have 
to give the crown to Marvel. I love DC, and 
my favorite super hero is still The Flash, but I 
think Marvel just does it better. But hey, that's 
just my opinion right? Tell me if you agree, 
and if you disagree, tell me why.
MARVEL VS. DC: The Comic Grudge Match
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“I’ve always wanted to make video games,” 
said Jason, a student at Mount Logan Middle 
School. 
Bryan learned about Hack Day when flyers 
were handed out at his school. Jason attended 
a career fair where Hack Day organizers held a 
presentation.
“I’m not sure what I’d build. I’ve always had 
a bunch of ideas in my head and I’m not sure 
which one to do first,” said Bryan, a student at 
Spring Creek Junior High.
“We want to teach everyone how to code,” 
said Alex Lutz, head organizer of HackUSU. 
“My favorite part about all the events we are 
putting on is getting to meet all the cool 
people and all the awesome ideas that they 
have. For me, it’s all about the community. It’s 
about being bigger than just a computer.”
At the end of the event, raffle prizes were 
given away, as well as prizes to the best invent-
ed projects in different categories, including 
Overall Hack, Hardware Hack and Hacker’s 
Choice. 
“We bring the people together, we give them 
food, we give them incentive to just sit there 
and code and then they build cool stuff,” 
Christensen said.
—ashley.ruth.stilson@aggiemail.usu.edu
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(TOP LEFT)  Devante Mays runs over Devin Centers in the open field. (BOTTOM LEFT) Waqa Damuni, Matt Wells, and Mike Bair talk during the spring scrimmage. (RIGHT) Alex Byers catches a 36-yard touchdown. The Blue team won the scrimmage 75-73.
On a day where the defense dominated, the 
offense got the last laugh.
Utah State’s annual Blue vs. White scrim-
mage ended with a two-point conversion on a 
wide receiver reverse that Kennedy Williams 
scored as time expired. That score gave Blue 
the win 75-73, though USU head coach Matt 
Wells fudged the score at the end to bring on a 
competitive finish to the scrimmage.
By Kalen Taylor
SPORTS EDITOR
“What, you’ve never seen a 15-point first 
down before?” Wells said. “It’s fun to do that 
especially right by the end zone in front of all 
the alumni. It’s a fun way to finish up the 
Spring.”
Before all the scoring adjustments were 
added, White, the defense, led the Blue team 
64-37. 
For scoring, the offense got six points for a 
touchdown, three points for a field goal, two 
points for a rush of 15 or more yards, two 
points for a pass of 20 or more yards, one 
point for a first down and one or two points 
for respective conversions. 
The defense earned six points for a touch-
down, five points for a turnover, three points 
for a three-and-out, three points for a blocked 
field goal, two points for a stopped drive, sack 
or tackle for loss, as well as one or two points 
for failed respective conversions.
As a whole the defense had eight sacks, 15 
tackles for loss, two interceptions and one 
fumble recovery. Junior linebacker Alex 
Huerta led the defense with five tackles and 
two sacks. 
“After the last scrimmage we all got together 
and said ‘hey, this isn’t Aggie defense,’” Huerta 
said. “We all just came together. It was such an 
awesome moment. It was a really good 
wakeup call for us. I felt like the defense did a 
lot better today.”
The USU pass defense played well as well. 
The secondary recorded two interceptions, one 
by Jalen Davis and the other by Devin Centers. 
‘A fun way to finish up the spring’
see “Spring Football” PAGE 9
Aggie softball battled against San Jose State 
in their first Mountain West weekend series at 
home on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
USU fell behind with a score of 9-3 in game 
one losing their five-game winning streak, 
came back for game two with an 8-6 win, and 
suffered a tough 15-3 loss for game three.
Noelle Johnson pitched a full game on 
Friday with her defense strong behind her. 
Johnson pitched three, three-up, three-down 
innings in a row, the last only taking four 
pitches in total.
The perfect pitch to Spartans’ infielder, 
Jessie Hufstetler, sent the ball over the fence 
for a two-run homerun in the third inning.
Inning seven was a San Jose rally with six 
runs scored, five RBIs, and another homerun.
“This was a tough loss today, because for six 
innings, Noelle (Johnson) and the defense 
behind her were lights out,” said USU coach 
Steve Johnson.
Offensively, the Aggies managed to con-
stantly put their bat on the ball. Unfortunate-
ly, the ball kept going straight in to the 
Spartans’ gloves. However, Sarah Chow hit a 
triple, Paxton Provost hit a double, and Libby 
Pederson and Victoria Saucedo each hit solo 
homers.
“Our hitters didn’t make any adjustments at 
the plate until the seventh, and by then it was 
too late,” Coach Johnson said. “However, we 
can still take the series and we need to come 
out fighting tomorrow like our backs are 
against the wall.”
Game two started with Katie Schroeder on 
the mound and a strong Utah State defense 
and offense with a three-run lead on the board 
at the end of the first inning.
Inning two gave up two homeruns and the 
lead to the Spartans.
April Brown took over the mound in the 
fourth inning, only giving up two more runs 
for the remainder of the game.
Sarina Jaramillo hit her first homerun as an 
Aggie in the fourth inning, bringing the team 
back on top with the lead.
“This is more like where we’ve been in our 
hot streak year,” Steve Johnson said. “We go as 
our offense goes. As long as we’re putting the 
ball in play and doing things there, our 
pitchers and our defense will have a lot more 
confidence.” 
The Aggies took the win for game two with 
a double play to end it.
“The mental side of coming back and 
answering from yesterday’s game really all 
plays in to a complete team victory today. This 
was a big comeback for a lot of people, not 
just as a team,” Steve Johnson said. “In our 
league, you have to answer back when you’re 
down and that’s something we’re a lot better 
at this year than we have been in years past.”
The game two win set up for a winner-
takes-all game three on Sunday.
“We just got to attack the strike zone and 
just go right at them,” Jaramillo said. “They’re 
a fighting team. They scored every time after 
we scored. We just have to go right at them 
and keep the good vibes on our side.”
On Sunday, game three took the best from 
Utah State softball.
Offense was off with a handful of basehits, a 
double hit by Noelle Johnson, and another 
solo homerun for Jaramillo.
In the first six innings, with Johnson on the 
mound, USU had three, three-up, three-down 
innings and gave up three home runs, one to 
Madison Aurin and two to Jessie Hufstetler.
Inning seven is where Aggie defense lost its 
way.
Brown stepped up to the mound after 
Johnson gave up two hits to start off the 
inning. Brown continued to give up two walks 
and a grand-slam hit by Brittany Abacherli 
before giving the mound back to Noelle 
Johnson.
The Spartans continued to feed off of Utah 
State pitching as they hit three basehits and 
two doubles off of Noelle Johnson, scoring a 
solid five RBI’s just in seven at bats. Mid 
count, Noelle Johnson gave up the mound 
once more, but to freshman Schroeder.
Shroeder ended the inning in two batters 
with a strikeout and a line drive to third base.
The game, and series, ended with the Aggies 
going three-up, three-down.
 “There were a lot of little things that made 
a difference early on. A couple of base running 
mistakes, a couple of missed pitches and a 
couple of bad at-bats and we got behind early 
and couldn’t come all the way back,” said head 
coach Johnson. “Bottom line is, today we just 
didn’t compete very well with a chance to win 
the series. As we continue to build this 
program into a contender, that’s something we 
need to learn how to do. San José State has 





PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Catcher Kirstyn Namba tags out Brittany Abacherli last Friday. Aggies lose to the Spartans 9-3 in game one of the series.
USU softball drops first MW series 
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Ekaterina Tugarinova plays against Andrea LeBlanc of New Mexico on Sunday. Tugarinova lost  6-2 and the Aggies lost 4-0 to No. 48 UNM.
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Undefeated in the Mountain West
Aggies swept by UNM in home finale
Utah State women's tennis lost their last 
home match Sunday morning to No. 48 New 
Mexico 4-0.
The Aggies honored Lexi Turley, who will 
graduate at the end of the semester, before 
the final home match of the year. Turley has 
left a lasting legacy at Utah State — she is in 
the top 10 in doubles wins with 42 and in 
total career wins with 73. She is also top 15 
in program history in singles wins with 31.
"She's a fantastic, hard-working girl," said 
USU head coach Sean McInerney. "She's an 
unbelievable teammate, a great positive 
supporter of the program and the girls adore 
her."
The match started with doubles where 
sophomore Maggie O'Meara and freshman 
Monika Van De Vondel lost the first match 
6-1. New Mexico would clinch the doubles 
point with a 6-4 win over junior Nini Guen-
sler and Turley. Sophomore Sabrina Demerath 
and junior Ekaterina Tugarinova were tied 
5-5, but they would not finish after New 
Mexico clinched the doubles point.
Sophomore Maggie O'Meara lost her match 
6-3, 6-3 to give the Lobos a 2-0 lead over the 
Aggies. Demerath fought a tough match but 
would lose 6-4, 6-3. New Mexico then 
clinched the match with a 6-2, 6-3 win over 
Tugarinova. Van De Vondel and sophomore 
Meghan Lyall would not play their matches 
due to New Mexico winning overall.
By Joe Baraiolo
STAFF WRITER
Guensler fell behind early in the first set of 
her match, but would climb back to force a 
tiebreak. She lost the tiebreak 7-4 to hand the 
first set to New Mexico. Guensler started off 
strong in the second set going up 3-1, but the 
match was called at 7-6, 3-2 after New Mexico 
clinched the overall match.
"I think we're starting to play some of our 
best tennis," McInerney said. "We've got to 
tighten up our decision making, but our 
competitive intensity was very good today."
The Aggies continue their season on Friday 
when they visit Colorado State in Fort Collins, 
Colorado. After that, USU will travel to 
Wyoming and Boise State to finish out the 
regular season of conference play.
The Aggies will compete for the Mountain 
West title the weekend of April 28 in Fort 




PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Ekaterina Tugarinova plays against Andrea LeBlanc of New Mexico on Sunday. Tugarinova lost  6-2 and the Aggies lost 4-0 to No. 48 UNM.
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Centers also had a safety and led the team 
in pass breakups with two. White had nine 
pass breakups all together. 
“I thought the defense played well as a 
unit,” Wells said. “I think we have a chance to 
be pretty decent on the back end in the 
secondary. We’ve got guys that have played 
there before and some new guys that I think 
are very talented. We’ve got some good talent 
at safety and cornerback.”
On offense, USU struggled to move the ball 
for much of the afternoon and went 3-and-out 
11 times. The one bright spot for the Aggie 
offense was the running game. Justen Hervey, 
Devante Mays, Tonny Lindsey and LaJuan 
Hunt all split carries and were all effective in 
different situations. 
“I feel like this year we are going to 
emphasize the run game,” Hunt said. “We’re 
all upperclassmen and we’ve got to lead the 
offense. I feel like this year is the year we are 
going to do that and really make an impact in 
the run game.”
Lindsey led the running backs with 89 yards 
on 12 carries and a touchdown. The bulk of 
his yardage came on a 33-yard burst through 
the middle. Hunt had 64 yards on 12 carries. 
Hervey scored the other rushing touchdown 
on a two-yard run up the middle.
“I did think we had some holes in the 
running game,” Wells said. “I thought the 
backs ran well. Devante (Mays) ran really well 
early, he had just limited action. Tonny 
(Lindsey) and Hervey (Justen) ran the ball 
really well.”
Mays had 41 yards on seven carries. On one 
particular play, his longest run of 13 yards, 
Mays got hit in the backfield, spun forward 
and then carried the entire defense for the rest 
of the run and a first down. 
“I felt like the running game was strong 
from the beginning to the end,” Hunt said. “All 
the guys were good. The offensive line was 
really opening up big holes for us. In the 
passing game, and the offense as a whole, we 
can get better.”
Through the air Jordan Love had the most 
yards of the quarterbacks. He completed 7 of 
14 passes for 96 yards with no touchdowns or 
interceptions. 
Kent Myers, who played with the first team 
offense, completed 6 of 13 passes for 58 
yards, a touchdown and an interception. 
Damion Hobbs was the most efficient quarter-
back. He went 8 of 12 for 79 yards and a 
touchdown. He also threw one interception.
“We did have too many drops today to be 
honest with you,” Wells said. “I thought we 
were inaccurate a few times at quarterback. 
We’ve got to have receivers go up and get 
jump balls. We’ve got to have some guys be 
dogs, be the boss, go up and snatch balls out 
of the air. I didn’t really see any of that today. 
It wasn’t a very good performance today as far 
as throwing the football.”
Alex Byers led the wide receivers with 47 
yards on two catches. He got free from the 
defense and caught a 36-yard touchdown wide 
open in the endzone. Zach Van Leeuwen had 
the other receiving touchdown on his one 
catch — he scored from 27 yards out.
“I thought the scrimmage went really well 
today,” Huerta said. “We’re not where we want 
to be obviously but we’re working towards it. I 
think we will be able to get where we want to 
be. I felt like we had a good scrimmage.”
The scrimmage had an estimated attendance 
of 5,000 fans.
The Aggies will open the 2016 season on 
Sept. 1, at home against Weber State and will 
begin Mountain West play on Sept. 24, at 
home against Air Force.
— kalen.s.taylor@gmail.com
 @kalen_taylor
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Daniel Echeverry stretches out or a return during his doubles match with Luis Lopez on Sunday. 
Utah State men’s tennis continued their 
winning ways Sunday versus Fresno State, 
defeating the Bulldogs 4-0. The Aggies record 
now stands at 20-6, with a 5-0 record in 
Mountain West play.
“It wasn’t flashy, and it wasn’t super pretty,” 
said USU head coach Clancy Shields. “We 
talked about just being consistent and doing 
things we can control. It’s very clinical, the 
guys just get to work and do what they need 
to do. It was a very solid performance.”
Utah State faced opposition early in their 
doubles matchup, but the tandem of junior 
Jack Swindells and freshman Jonas Maier 
were able to battle back and win their match 
7-6.
“I talked to Jack (Swindells) and he said 
‘Hey, we’re going to win this,’” Maier said. 
“We just believed we were going to win it and 
we did, so I’m pretty happy.”
Maier also played well in his singles match, 
defeating Fresno State’s Mantas Bugailiskis in 
straight sets at the No. 2 spot, 6-4, 6-1.
“Today and Friday was the first time that 
my opponent didn’t break me,” Maier said. “I 
was happy with my serve, and I was pretty 
solid from the baseline.”
This was a unique match for coach Shields, 
who faced his brother and former coach, Luke 
Shields. Luke Shields is in his first year 
coaching Fresno State. 
“He stayed over at my house last night, so it 
was a brotherhood thing last night, but this 
morning, we were ready to battle each other,” 
Clancy Shields said. “Definitely in the early 
moments it was very competitive.” 
After the match, the two brothers found 
each other to talk and discuss the match. 
Clancy had high praise for the new coach of 
Fresno State.
“They’re going to be one of the top teams in 
the conference next year,” Shields said. “I 
know it. He’s a really good coach. He was my 
coach — I know how good he is, and he’s 
going to do a really good job.”
After battling food poisoning this week, 
USU freshman Romai Ugarte came through 
with a solid performance. He defeated Fresno 
State’s Jakob Keppelmann in the No. 6 spot, 
6-1, 6-1.
“It’s always good to give the team a point,” 
Ugarte said. “Right after I finished my match, 
Luis (Lopez) finished his, so it released all the 
tension. We wanted to win so badly. We did a 
very good job against a very good opponent. 
Having your teammates there when you’re not 
that well, I think that’s awesome.”
The win for USU means they are able to 
hold onto the top spot in the Mountain West 
with only two matches to go in the regular 
season. Although it’s exciting for Aggies, it is 
business as usual for them as they have their 
sights even higher than a regular season title.
“The eye is on the prize,” Clancy Shields 
said. “We’ve beaten the best teams in the 
conference and beaten some good teams 
nationally. There’s no sense of ‘We’re kind of 
lucky to be here.’ We belong. This stuff in April 
is just the cherry on top for the work we put in 
August, September, and October. They’ve 
earned it.”
The Aggies are back in action on Friday 
when they play UNLV at home for their final 
home match of the season at 11 a.m. The 
location will be determined by the weather.
“It’s a great team, and I love playing for it,” 
Maier said. “I love every second I’m on the 
court and I hope that we can keep it rolling 






What we can learn from Cambodia’s 
media landscape
PAGE 10MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2016
O P I N I O N
Jeffrey Dahdah
“Cardinal Rule”
— Jeffrey is a senior majoring in broadcast journalism. 
Yes, is a little biased towards caring about the media, 
which is fitting for the opinion section.
— dahdahjm@gmail.com
       @dahdahjeff
About a year ago I traveled to Cambodia to 
write a story about the state of journalism 
there. Admittedly not the most exciting topic 
to your average student at Utah State, but it 
was to me a fascinating topic. 
What I expected out of the Cambodian 
A few months ago a sharply divided (5-4) 
Supreme Court concocted a Constitutional 
“right” to homosexual “marriage.” That won’t 
be the last word on the subject.  The ideologi-
cally based, politically biased decision, which 
basically puts heterophobic homosexuals on 
the same level as normal heterosexuals, so 
flies in the face of reason that it will eventual-
ly be overturned by more intelligent, less 
biased judges.
    As female minds in male bodies and male 
minds in female bodies are sure signs that 
something went wrong somewhere (in nature 
and/or nurture), so homosexual minds in 
heterosexual bodies are also sure signs of 
mind/body mismatches, are sure signs of 
disorders.  To put obvious disorders like 
homosexuality on a par with normal hetero-
sexuality is clearly absurd.   To equate 
homosexual “marriage” with heterosexual 
L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R
marriage is nonsensical.
    Thinking people have known for centu-
ries that homosexual activity is immoral and a 
bad legal precedent.  The ancient and primi-
tive Greek and Roman societies once valued 
homosexual activity, but people ultimately 
wised up and deprecated it.  Plato, for 
example, perceptively and logically opposed it 
as unethical.  Some Supreme Court Justices 
should be as wise as Plato and many other 
intellectuals on this subject.
    Someday in the future people will look 
back at this regressive, crass, and inane 
decision and wonder “What were they 
thinking?” (or IF they were thinking).  In the 
meantime, it’s up to decent ethical people to 




media — which is ranked 139 out of 180 in 
the 2015 World Press Freedom Index — was a 
government-controlled and intimidated media. 
That was what I found with media that was 
primarily Khmer and with the broadcast 
media, which was state-run anyway. But there 
was a niche of news that opposes that 139 
ranking. The English language press.
This may sound odd, but the English 
language press in Cambodia — where Khmer 
is the primary language — is operating freely 
and aggressively. They write whatever they 
feel is necessary to write regardless of govern-
mental reprimands they receive. This is not 
lost on the people there. While talking to a 
Cambodian teenager in Phnom Penh this was 
clear. He offhandedly said that he only reads 
the English press because the Khmer press is 
so slanted. A luxury he can afford because he 
speaks English.
In this paper you can read the story I wrote 
about the English language press, but I would 
like to use this healthy competition going on 
in Cambodia to make a point.
I repeatedly hear that newspapers in the 
U.S. are going away and that journalism in 
general is dying. I’m not going to sit here and 
argue about the relevance of newspapers or 
journalism in today’s society because honestly 
I don’t think it’ll change any of your opinions. 
However, I would like to caution against this 
type of apathetic attitude to this opinion.
I’m not naive. I know that newspapers are 
less prominent today than they were 10 years 
ago and 10 years before that. However, the 
fact that people say that people are so willing 
to believe and accept an overall decline in 
journalism is dangerous.
You don’t need to read it every day, you 
don’t need to watch it every day, but news is 
an important piece of society. It is also a 
luxury that we take for granted in this country. 
After all, you could be living in a country 
where the only way to check the government 
and those in positions of power is through a 
medium written in a secondary language.
You may not consume news, but it helps 
check things. You may not have faith in our 
media, but its presence is vital. You may not 
care about this column, but it’s the only way I 
know how to encourage people to care about 
the state of the media.
Apathy is a dangerous stance to have. Too 
much of it directed at one thing can lead to its 
extinction. So I encourage you, love the 
media, hate the media, but at the very least 
have degree of care for the media. Because a 
malnourished news medium is a dangerous 
thing for a country to have. 
subscriptions.
For now, though, that’s still a relatively 
small community, so the competition is stiff. 
For more than 20 years, the Post and the Daily 
have been vying for readership within the 
same community — prompting a long-running 
feud complete with strategy, scoops and 
sultriness.
That long game of one-on-one came to an 
end in May when The Khmer Times started 
printing. The Times started printing three 
times a week and has since started printing 
daily.
Staff at the veteran papers tend to look 
down at The Times. Some have accused it of 
being part of a conspiracy to implant move 
government-friendly news into the English 
press.
“I still consider the Phnom Penh Post our 
“Paper War” FROM PAGE 4
only direct competitor in the independent, 
English-language news market in the country,” 
Meyn said. “[The Times] seems to be pursuing 
a drastically different editorial mission than 
the Daily.”
James Brooke is largely responsible for the 
Times’ rise. Brooke was editor-in-chief of the 
Khmer Times before he took a job as CEO of 
the Kyiv Post in Ukraine in Nobember. Brooke, 
a reporter of 24 years for the New York Times, 
a former Russian Bureau chief of Voice of 
America says he’s doesn’t worry about the way 
the Post and Daily see the Times. Behind the 
scenes, he thinks, it’s causing them plenty of 
anguish.
“I think we’ve shaken up some of the 
monopoly on truths here,” he said.
Regardless, the emergence of the Times has 
only added to the newspaper staff ’s incestuous 
tendencies. Reporters switch from one 
newsroom to the other. Williams was a writer 
for the Daily before switching to the Post, 
where he climbed to editor-in-chief. Davis was 
editor-in-chief of the Daily for three weeks 
before being fired, not before he promoted 
Meyn from reporter to editor. Meyn, who 
started reporting in Cambodia at the Post, 
would replace Davis as editor-in-chief of The 
Daily.
In spite of history — and perhaps because of 
it — Davis believes there is room for a third 
paper to come in and steal some readers.
“They are asleep at the switch,” he said of 
the other two papers.
Are there enough readers to go around? 
Probably not, Brooke said. What’s resulted, he 
said, is something of a game of chicken.
“I would imagine that the plug will be 
pulled on somebody, and I don’t think it will 
be us,” Davis said.
But at least for now, the result is an environ-
ment in which journalists like Channyda can 
write stories like the one she recently penned 
about the Borei Keila community, a group of 
families being forced to relocate by the 
government after their land was sold for 
corporate development. A common occurrence 
these days.
And in Cambodia — a country with explod-
ing development and a complicated 
past — there will be no shortages of stories.
Each paper has ways they are trying to get 
ahead. The Post has an extensive business 
section. The Times is staking its claim on arts 
and culture coverage. The Daily has long 
aspire to be The New York Times of southeast 
Asia.
Brooke relished the competition. Leaving 
dinner at a riverfront restaurant, he walks past 
a desk with papers from the Times and the 
Daily next to each other — and shuffles the 
Times on top of the stack.
—dahdahjm@gmail.com
@dahdahjeff
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B A C K B U R N E R
To be featured in the “Get 
caught reading” section, be 
sure to read the Statesman 
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G E T  C A U G H T  R E A D I N G
HEALTH & NUTRITION
Lung Cancer?  And 60 Years Old?  If So, You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To A 
Significant Cash Award.  Call  800-418-1064 
To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money Out Of 
Pocket.
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? 
Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO cost 
to you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1- 800-914-8849
CPAP/BIPAP supplies at little or no cost from 
Allied Medical Supply Network! Fresh supplies 
delivered right to your door. Insurance may 
cover all costs. 800-575-1885
MISCELLANEOUS
Protect your home with fully customizable 
security and 24/7 monitoring right from your 
smartphone. Receive up to $1500 in equip-
ment, free (restrictions apply). Call 1-800-290-
9224
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 77% PLUS 4 FREE 
Kielbasa Sausages Order The Family Gourmet 
Feast - ONLY $49.99. 1-800-298-5998 mention 
offer 40332ZTN or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
good13
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's largest 
senior living referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-685-8604
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors. 
Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by 
Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less 
Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip 
Floors. American Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-682-1403 for $750 Off.
PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, 
just real people like you. Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and connect live. Try it 
free. Call now: 800-359-2796
HELP WANTED
DRIVERS- REGIONAL ROUTES and dedicat-
ed lanes in Western US. Steady miles. Bonus 
potential. Regular home time. Family compa-
ny. Requires CDL-A, 1-Year OTR, HazMat. 
888.929.9140 www.GoAndrus.com
AUTOMOTIVE
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-800-360-
4120
Does your auto club offer no hassle service 
and rewards? Call Auto Club of America 
(ACA) & Get $200 in ACA Rewards! (New 
members only) Roadside Assistance & Monthly 
Rewards. Call 1-800-417-0340
Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the 
humane thing. Donate it to the Humane 
Society. Call 1- 800-849-1593
Donate your car to Cars for Breast Cancer 
and help fight breast cancer! We’ll pick up 
your vehicle (running or not) and help with 
title/paperwork. Tax deductible. 1-800-748-
1065
BUILDING MATERIAL
METAL ROOF/WALL Panels, Pre-engineered 
Metal Buildings. Mill prices for sheeting coil 
are at a 4 year low. You get the savings. 17 
Colors prime material, cut to your exact 
length. CO Building Systems 1-800-COBLDGS 
(ucan)1of4
FINANCIAL
Sell your structured settlement or annuity 
payments for CASH NOW. You don't have to 
wait for your future payments any longer! Call 
1-800-681-3252
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS 
Unable to work? Denied benefits?  We Can 
Help!  WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill 
Gordon & Associates at 1-800-871-7805 to 
start your application today!
Attention Small Businesses:  Simplify Your 
Payroll & Taxes with Paychex! New customers 
receive one month of payroll processing free! 
Receive a Free Quote! Call 800-404-3072
ELECTRONICS
Computer problems - viruses, lost data, 
hardware or software issues? Contact Geeks 
On Site! 24/7 Service. Friendly Repair Experts. 
Macs and PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 
1-800-883-0979
Switch to DIRECTV and get a FREE Whole-
Home Genie HD/DVR upgrade. Starting at 
$19.99/mo. FREE 3 months of HBO, SHOW-
TIME & STARZ. New Customers Only. Don’t 
settle for cable. Call Now 1-800-410-4728
DISH TV 190 channels plus Highspeed 
Internet Only $49.94/mo! Ask about a 3 year 
price guarantee & get Netflix included for 1 
year!  Call Today 1-800-611-1081
C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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North Logan City Library 
Free, 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY, APRIL 12
Basics of Life and Health 
Insurance







Combating Finals Anxiety 
Taggart Student Center 315A
Free, 12:30 p.m.
Free iPad Class
North Logan City Library 
Free, 2:00 p.m.
Interior Design Lecture 
Series








$0-$10. $10 Adults; $8 Senior & 
Youth: $5 USU Faculty and Staff; 
Free for USU Students with ID, 7:30 
p.m.
Jeffrey Broussard and the 
Creole Cowboys
Ellen Eccles Theater-Cache Valley 
Center for the Arts
$17-$27. Student and Group 
discounts available, 7:30 p.m.
Wayne May Guest Speaker
North Logan City Library 
Free, 6:00 p.m.






Beaver Mountain Ski Resort
$0-$5. $5 for Adults FREE for chil-
dren age 12 and under, 8:30 a.m.
Craft Friday-After School 
Program 
North Logan City Library 
Free, 3:00 p.m.
Science Unwrapped 
Eccles Science Learning Center, 
Emert Auditorium
Free, 7:00 p.m.
2016 Fly Fishing Film Tour
Mt. Logan Middle School 
Auditorium
$15, 7:00 p.m.
Generation Study Abroad 
Scholarship Deadline
USU Military Science Building 
Free, All Day 
SATURDAY, APRIL 16
Beaver Mtn Hillclimb
Beaver Mountain Ski Resort
$0-$5. $5 for Adults FREE for chil-
dren age 12 and under, 8:30 a.m.
Braveheart 6th Annual 
5K/10K
USU between the TSC and Institute 
Building Race Course
$15, 9:00 a.m.
Farm Animal Days 
American West Heritage Center
$6, 10:00 a.m.
Family Art Days-Music and 
Movement of Colors and 
Shapes




North Logan City Library 
Free, 12:00 p.m.
Math in Action
Bridgerland Applied Technology 
School
$3-$12. register a child or buy tick-
ets at www.3circlesofme.com, 4:00 
p.m.
Vocal Couture
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Free, 7:00 p.m.
An Evening with Jay 
Richards
Ellen Eccles Theater-Cache Valley 
Center for the Arts
$13-$22. Visit americanfestivalcho-
rus.org, 7:30 p.m.
SUNDAY, APRIL 17 MONDAY, APRIL 18
A Night Of Sacred Music
Logan Tabernacle
Free, 6:30 p.m.






North Logan City Library 
Free, 6:30 p.m.
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GET IT DAILY AT
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